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ABSTRACT

In July 2014, Rockbridge County was awarded a matching grant by the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources as parhef Cost Share program available to

localities in order to conduct historic surveys. In December 2014, through a Request for
Proposal process, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources awarded a contract for
the project to Ane Stuart BecketMs. Beckét served as Project Manager and Project
Architectural Historian. Sara S. Hollberg, AICP, assisted as Project Planner/Historian.

Reflecting the unique character of thatural Bridge Resodnd the pending transition of

the larger property into a statarg, this project has two parts: an architectural
reconnaissance survey and a comprehensive r@patDepartment of Historic
Resourceslesignated that 380 properties within the 1,6@8cre survey area were to be
surveyed at the reconnaissance levebtaltof 42 properties were surveyed. These were
documented t®epartment of Historic Resou@sstandards and entered into their

Virginia Cultural Resource Information SystemQRIS)database. A comprehensive

report was also a required product of the gebjo provide additional information about

the 18" -20"-century patterns of the land use and development that have occurred around
the Natural Bridge geologic feature.

The information collected and analyzed through this project should contribbtie to t

recognition and protection of important historic resources in both the ahdrtong

term planning needs of the Natural Bridge Resort. This report serves as an educational

tool to encourage preservation of these historic resources. Specific recortiomenida

private initiatives are included in this report. The project is intended to provide

information to supporttheirgini a Conser v at ipmposed MatumalBrgdgeF u n d 6 s
Historic District and to help the owners and the county and the stategfepthe

Nat ur al Bridge to become Virginiabs newest s

Figure 1: Location map of Natural Bridge, Virginia. (Image courtesy of Dan Grim County of
Rockbridge, 2015.
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CHAPTER 1: PROJECT BACKGROUND
INTRODUCTION

In 2015, consultantAnne Stuart Bekett conducted areconnaissanekevel historic
resources survegnd an archival research studfythe 1,600-acreNatural Bridgeresort
propertyin Natural Bridge, Rockbridge Countyirginia. The survey was completédr
Virginiad ®epartment of HistoridResources as part of their castare programThe
survey represents the first major effort to document the historic resourcesNattlral
Bridge resort area and to assesBeir significance and integrity. T& survey report
includes a description of éhsurvey methodology, survey findings, and recommendations
for further research.

PURPOSE

The Natural Bridge Hotel and Conference Center is a tourist resort located in the central

Valley of Virginia around the Natural Bridge geologic feature, widely kn@asna

Anatur al wonder .o I n February, 2014, t he en
ownership to the Virginia Conservation Legacy Fund, Inc. (VCLF), which seeks to

conserve Virginia's natural resources for public access and enjoyment through
conserat i on, educati on, and outdoor recreation.
Bridgeds unigue cul tur al and natur al resour
donating significant parts of the property to the Commonwealth of Virginia for
conversionto a State Parkin September,2 0 1 4 DHRO s Architecture
Committeedeterminedthe Naural Bridge Historic Districtto be potentiallyeligible for

listing on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places.

In 2014, Rockbridge Countyalso identified the Natural Bridge resort area as a high
priority for architectural survey and submitted a Cost Shareey Planning Application.

T he c oaimway td provide a foundation for educated decisions related to capital
improvements and subsequent management, maintenance, and site interpretation. It was
anticipated that the reconnaissance survey and background research would serve as the
basis for a Natural Bridge Historic District nominatidhe first step in a process of
creating a management and preservation plan for the historic tourist resort complex.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

In Decembef014,Anne Stuart Becketvas awarded the ceshare contract to perform

the reconnaissance survey3@&40 propertiesand to conduct htlepgh research afhe

Natural Bridgeareawith a main focus on the tourist resort compB&ginning in

January 2015he worked with DHR to identify the resources to survey and ultimately

provided documentatioat the reconnaissance survey leeel42 primary resourcesnd

14 secondary resourcegthin the approximately 1,608cre Natural Bridge property.

The gsirvey of these resourcelouldprovide insight to the evolution of the Natural

Bridge Resort as a tourist destination, aswell édse r@srbut 6 sns to the re
economy over the last 250 years. The survey and documentation alsosnclude

recommendations for contributing status to the identified histesiources

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Survey tasks included a field survey, historical research, data entrygpdyoty, and the
creation of site plans and base maps. All work was completed in accordance with the
standards of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and the National Park
Service.In addition to the reconnaissance surveydepth research was rmducted to
provide additional information about "&@20"-century patterns of land use and
development that have occurred around the Natural Bridge geologic feature.

STtuDY AREA

The area for the Natural Bridge Resort Survey Rapddcated at the southreedge of

the Shenandoah Valley ardcompasses the approximatelgQD-acre VCLF property in
southerrRockbridge County centered on the community of Natural Bridige.Natural
Bridge and the Natural Bridge Caverns actually demarcate the southerntkead of
Shenandoah Valleyhe area is situated 14 miles south of the county seat of Lexington,
three miles east of Interstate Highway 82 ,miles north of the town of Buchanamd

two miles west of Natural Bridge Station, a hamlet that overlooks the Jauezs\Rere

the Norfolk & Western and the Chesapeake & Ohio railraatgssected and shared

joint depot.The town of Glasgow and the city of Lynchburg are further east on the same
road.The rural landscape is hilly and wooded with scrub forest and throuigh by the
Cedar Creek valley, a steep gorge that carries Cedar €tetd ofsix milesto the

James Riveand throughthe Natural BridgeU.S. Highway 11 GouthLee Highway)
travelsover the Natural Bridge artirough the resotiefore mergingvith State

Highway 130 (Wert Faulkner Highway) from the east. The Natural Bridge resort area
predominately displays late 1940s to Mi@60s Colonial Revival style resort buildings
with a fewvernacular and Colonial Revivatyle domestic buildings dating frotne
mid-nineteenth to the mitlventieth centuries. There are 41 primary resources4nd 1
secondary resources located inithenediate survegrea. An additional resourcthat

was recently purchased by the owner, but is located outside of the suryeyasea
documented at tlirerequest bringing the survey total to 42.

The majority of the resortds buildings are
large in scale. These commercial buildings were mostly erected during the late 1940s into
the mid-1960s. Some smaller frame Colonial Revival style buildings were built in the
1930s and early 1940s for management staff housing. More modest frame houses in a
vernacular form were built in the 1920s for staff. Cinder block and stucco commercial
buildings were also erected in the 1920s. The survey area also includes the site of one
house destroyed by fire. Various natural features, such as the Natural Bridge itself and the
Saltpetre Cave are also considered sites in the historic district inventoryvd leariest
buildings, both domestic resources, were built of log in the first half of tfledstury.

The majority of the resources remain in good condition, some have been modified, some
have been neglected, and still others were recently destroyeal. afevin ruinous
condition. The roads are in good condition and the viewsheds have remained unspoiled.
The Jefferson National Forest encompasses the Blue Ridge Mountains to the southeast
and Short Hills Mountain to the northwest.

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Figure 2: Natural Brid ge Survey Area Map.(Department of Historic Resources, 2014
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CHAPTER 2: RESEARCH METHOD S

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

All work was planned in accordance with established state and federal standards for
documentation of historic resourceSurvey tasks included storical research, field
survey, photographyandthe creation of site plans and base magls survey data was
entered intahe Virginia Cultural Resource Information Systgvi-CRIS). The survey

files were completedn accordance with instructions provitidy VDHR. All survey
designs and plans were made in accordance with National Register Bulletin #24

LITERATURE REVIEW

Background data was reviewed prior to, duriewgd after completion of the field study.
The literature and records search was condunt&bckbridge CountyRichmond
Charlotesville, and Roanoke, Virginia at the following locations:

Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia

Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia

Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, Virginia

University of Virginia, Albert and Shirley Smatbpecial Collection&ibrary,
Charlottesville, Virginia

Rockbridge Historical Society, Lexington, Virginia

Rockbridge County Clerkos Office, Lexington,
Washington and Lee University, Leyburn Library, Spe€ollections, Lexington,
Virginia

Natural Bridge Hotel archives, Natural Bridge, Virginia

Rockbridge County Geographic Information System (GIS) Department, Lexington,
Virginia

ABL Landscape Architects, Lexington, Virginia

Roanoke Region&ublicLibrary, Virginia Room, Roanoke, Virginia

Historical Society oiVesternVirginia, Roanoke, Virginia

Specific sources includettie 1853 Edward Beyer Lithograpltthe 1860 William Gilham

map, the 1882 CarmichaelMap, a 1954 Natural Bridge resort area site plan,ntpu
deeds,and general history bookd ef f er sonds WestrerVn r On av aldos
Ridge Mountainsby Gene Crotty,Images of America: Natural Bridgby Ernst H.

Kasning, The Natural Bridge and Its Historical Surroundingg E.P. Tompkins and J.

Lee Davis, Bits of History and Legend Around and About The Natural Bridge of Virginia

by J. Lee Davisandthe Natural Bridge Historic District Preliminary Information Form
(2014)written by Daniel J. Pezzonvere especially useful.

PREVIOUSLY SURVEYED RESOURCES

Six propertieswithin the 1600-acre study aredad been previously surveye@ne of
these resource3he Natural Bridge of Virginia (081-0415)is on the National Register
of Historic Places, as well as listed as a National Historic Landmark

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Further, he proposedNatural Bridge Historic District (081-7147), a roughly 15@00
acre area was recently approved eligible for listing to the National Register of Historic
Places by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

DELIVERABLES

Task 1: Project Iniation

The Consultantmet with VDHR staff and representatives from tMELF and
Rockbridge Countyo discuss the project scope. A windshield survey was conducted to
review the survewreaas part ofh seconaneetingwith the Natural Bridge Hotel staff

Task 2: Background Research

The Consultantonducted a review of relevant documents and records concerning the
project areaMaterials available in the VDHR archives as well as aur@y records and

local repositoriesvere usedo understand what documation exiss. Background data

was reviewed prior to fieldwork so that known buildings, sites, and structures could be
located and further investigated during field survey.

Task 3: Reconnaissantevel Survey

The Consultantonducted the field survey d@f2 propertiesin the Natural Bridgearea.

The survey was consistent with the procedures established b$ettretary of the

|l nteriorés Guidelines for a Comprehensive Re

All field datawas enterednto the Virginia Cultural Resourcesfbrmation System (V
CRIS). Survey files were compiled for each property surveyed and included
reconnaissance documentation in accordance with 2011 DHR Guid@livee€.onsultant
completed this survey report containing an architectural summary dfatweal Bridge
resortarea, as well as recommendations for further work.

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Figure 3: Historic Resources Inventory Map.(ABL Landscape Architecture, 2015.
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CHAPTER 3: HISTORIC TIMELINE

Located in the backcountry of Rockbridge County near the James RiveXatheal
Bridge of Virginia, often touted a®ne of theSeven Wonders of the Worlavas first
discovered byEuropean settleraroundthe mid1700s. Prior to th&Contact Period, the
Monacan Indiangoamedthe areaand theyheld strong associatisrwith the bridge,
althoughlittle has been documented abthit tribe The property was first purchased in
1774 byThomas Jeffersqrut it was not developed until after it passed out of his family
around 1835andthe firstmajorbuilding, the Forest Inn was buil

Natural Bridge began to be developed more fully as a resort after the arrival of the
Richmond and Alleghany Railroad in 188Ihe Norfolk and Western Railway soon
followed, and thgoint depot at the nearby Natural Bridge Statsemed 12 trainsdaily.

Under the ownership of Col. Heny. Parsons from 1881 to 189the growing resort

was turned intoa campudike setting, with new buildings erecte@xisting ones
expanded, and pond, gazeboand extensivevalking and bridle trailestablishedand

long sweeping vistas createthe resort layout was physically changed during the- mid
1930s when the new US Highway 11 wdigertedthrough the resartBuildings were

torn down, roads were realigneahdin the case of US 11, elevateahd theprevious
campuslike feelwasminimized

During the postVorld War Il economic boom and under the new management of the
Natural Bridge Company arnts new General Managdames Hunter from #®to 1971,
most of theremaining earlier buildings were destroyed by fire by design New
buildings of a much greater scalthat clearly catered tanasstouriam removedany
semblance of thaesorts bucolic late-nineteenthcentury atmosphereIn 1988, he
property went up for sale and Washington D.C. area real estate develogelo Ruglisi
headed a group that bought the site for $6.5 millkaw physical changes were made in
the next few decadetn mid-2013, Puglisi decided to sell the property and in February
2014,a complex conservation deal came to fruition watkotal of about 1,600 acres
transferred to the privat¥irginia Conservation Legacy Fund, created as an interim
caretaker and owner. Once the $9 million note used to finance the purchase is retired,
VCLF will donate all but the hotelufder renovation cottages, @d caverns tahe
Commonwealth of Virginia for a state park.

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Colonial Through Post-Jefferson Era: 17421869

The first settlements in the areative Americanor European occurred in the rich
bottom lands of the confluence of the Mautlyen North River) and JamesRivers in

what is now presenday Glasgow & small industrial townncorporated in 1892%¥ix

miles east of Natural BridgeThomas Jefferson recorded in kig84 publishedNotes on

the State of Virginiathat there was a Monacan encampinthere in 1669 with 30
warriors and a total of not more than 120 residents (C&i®221). The earliest white
explores do not appear until the mid730s, and even then the land was virtually
unexplored. Even the Native Americans used the land onlyhdmting having an
agreement among the different tribes that the Valley of Virginia was tasbé asa
common huntingground. Multiple tribes, such as the Delawares and the Iroquois from
the north, the Shawnees from the Wesid the Catawbas and the Chkees from the
South, came here annually to hunt the buffalo and elk upon which they depended for their
food (Tompkins19392). The variouNativet r i bes al | t r qWearior) ed on t
P a t tme main north/south corridor that traverdbe troughlike Shenandoah Valley
between the BluRidgeMountainsto the east and the Alleghy Mountainsto the West.

As the European settlers begin to trickle down from the north, they brought their diseases
with them, and coupled witliicompetition for nationhoad from other tribes, the
Monacans slowlyeft the area (Crott00221).

John Salling[Salley], a German weaver, was the first white person to live near the

Natural Bridge. In 1741 he and his brother Peter settled on -@act@0tractabove the

confluence d6the Maury and James rivers preentday GlasgowJohn Salling kept a

diary, which provides the first description of the Natural Briddéis 1742 diary entry

stated A We set of f from my House went to Ceda
Natural Brdge over said Creek, reaching from the Hill on one side to the Hill on the

other. It is a solid Rock and is two hundred and three feet high, having a large Spacious
arch, where the wal989d; Crotty206250).hr o0 ( Tompki ns

The previously establiedN at i v e AGreatrPatit a whe grecursor to th&reat

Wagon Roadhatdeveloped from Philadelphia south during the decade after Priés.

to this,most of the trail within the Shenandoah Valt#yirginia remaineda trailand &

times wagon fnsportation was ingssible Although this trail as far south as the New
River had been authorized as a public road since 1746, few major improvements had
been made to it south of Staunton before 1755. It would be another decade before wagon
traffic incressed and only as far as Lexington, with little settlement beyond there
(Mitchell 197714951). Lexington became the courthouse towrRaickbridge Countya

year after iwvas formed fronparts ofAugustaand Botetourtountiesn 1777.

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Despite the number dbwns in the Shenandoah Valley after 1775, the entire region
remained rural. As a new settlemehéexington (14 miles north of Natural Bridgein

1800 had about 300 peoplend the village of Springfieldan important crossroads
community west oNatural Bridge had 86 (Mitchelll977198). While the lower valley

(the northern end) continued to expand, the upper valley (Natural Bridge region)
remained sparsely populated; less th@rpercent of the population lived in towns, which
were spaced every 220 miles apartFurthermorewhile the lower valley traded with
Alexandria, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Richmond, Rockbridge County being the most
southerncounty in theShenandoah &lley, reliedalmost exclusively on Richmond and
other trading centers alongethmiddle James River, especially LynchbiyMitchell
1997227).

Starting aound1750 T h o ma s J e f f Retersleffaréoand Joshuah-mpurveyed
the arean preparation for thie 1775 publicationof the Fry-Jefferson Map of Virginia
The Natural Bidge areawasisolatedwith only a trail overthe bridge, also known as the
Rock Bridge The main north/south route through the Shenandoah Vatley Great
Road ran two miles nortiwestof thebridge where itcouldsafely cross Cedar Creek, and
wherea snall mill-based hamlétourished Thomas Jefferson may hafiest heard about
the Natural Bridge from his father, and his initiabit coincided with his buddinglaw
practice

As a25year oldattorneyat-law, Jeffersonbeganpractiang law in the Augug County
courthouse town of Staunton, andviasfrom there that hevould detourthe 68 milesto
visit the bridge. Aftelhis first court proceedings in Stauntdeayvingfrom Shadwell) on
August B, 1767, Jeffersonbeganhis 38-mile journey to the bdge on August 21,
spending the second nightRaxtord Favern in Glasgow(His first night was at Steeles
Tavern also in Rockbridge CountyThe tavernvasoperated by John Paxto@r. and his
two sons who were neighbors withJohn Salling P a x t sonsonsos likely brought
Jefferson to the bridge as it wdifficult to find, andonly a bridle path crossed the bridge
in a wooded and ufarmed aredCrotty 20026 and15-21).

Jefferson Era: 17741835

Jeffersonbés | e g avarchcléd6e? ® AugussIfFtavhicheanciddwithm
his introduction to and purchas of the Natural Bridgeln 1773, a year before his
purchase,Jefferson and his wife Martha inhexdthe Bedford County plantation Poplar
Forest from her father. T$ 4,819acre plantationwould provide Jefferson with
significant income and the perfect setting after retiring from publicinif@809 It was
from here that Jefferson would travel to visit his property at Natural Bridge

In September 1773, Jefferson paid James Tremble to swhagywoud becomehis 157
acre tract an oddly shaped trathat resuled ffom no one elseclaiming the property

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Apparentlythe surroundingproperty owners, such as the Cloyds, McGavocks, Barclays,
Greenlees, and Houstons, had no interest in acquiring tAprodactive land. On July 5,

1774, Lord Dunmor e, King George 1116s Col or
issued to Jefferson in the Botetourt County Patent Book for-1778. The grant

describes several waterways and a péilt, no road traversing the lkige (Crotty

200254-55).

After purchasing the property in 1774, Jefferson diot visit again until 1781
Afterwards he madenty threemorerecorded visits, alvhile he wasin retirementfrom
public office and was visitin@oplar Forest in 1815, 1817and 1821.1t was only when
Jefferson retreaéd to Poplar Forest(three to four times a yeafor seasonal
responsibilitiesthat hewould journey furtheto Natural Bridge.

Figure 4: Thomas Jefferson's 157acre plat map in William Douthat's 1830 Ledger Douthat
allegedly operated a store in the aregVirginia Historical Society, 2015.

Jefferson stagd a t one of t wo pl aderny on tleiJantes Rivera t Gr e
belowthe bridge or atRobert D o u t hwa-stérs fivebay Stone Castlat Red Mils,

two miles nortlvest of the bridge on the Great Wagon Rogdow the Plank Road)

where it crossgCedar CreeKThe first owner of this land wdsdugh Barclay who built a

tavern betweerl787 and 184 and soldit to Robert Douthat in 1814. The deed to

Dout hat was described as fACommonly known as
Bridge tavern was situat esdedoMils akapfopeety sonds
(Crotty 200272). A later Natural Bridggoromotional lmoklet Description of the Natural

Natural Bridge Red HistoricSurvey Report
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Bridge of Virginia and its History 1894tatelt h a t Athe first hot el W ¢
Douthat, a Revolutionary soldier, in 1815, at a place about two miles north of the Bridge.
An opposition hot el was B/uginia tHistomice Sociey t he f or
Archives 2015) Thiscompetinghotel couldrefer tothe Barclaygs Tavern, an extant two
story, fivebay brickand stonedwelling. Prior to the resorts development, visitors to
these taverrs would
have approached the
bridge from a narrow
path alongside GChar
Creek, thus viewing it
from its northelevation
oppositeits later as well
asits currentapproach
Figure 5: A detailed
section of the William
Gilham 1860 Map of
Rockbridge County
denoting the location of
Greenleebds Ferry,
Gilmoreds Mil |l , and the
Red Mills area where
Barclayé Tavern and
Stone Castle are located.
Note the establishment of
Springfield in the upper
left corner (Washington
and Lee University,
Leyburn Library, Special
Collections, 2015)
The first image of the Natural Bridgevere pultished in London in thd787 Travels in
Americaln The Years 1780, 1781, and 17182the Marquis deChastellux iOne of the
Forty Members of the French Academy and Mdaneral of the French Army, serving
under the Count de Rochanshe (Figure 6. The image shown coincides with
Jef f eeloguemdescriptionof the bridge m his 1784 book Notes onthe State of
Virginaft he most sublime of natureds works éIlt
from the sublime, to be felt beyond what they are heréeautiful an archso elevated,
so light: and springing as it werap © heaven, the rapture of the speatasoreally
indescribaled (Chambers19939). As Jefferson statedi | f the view from t
painful and intolerable, that from the belowiddeg ht f ul i n an equal de
193921). The view from the top cannot loerstatedThe only access to look down into
the Cedar Creek Gorge and straight into the arch is from Pulpit Rock, an outcropping of
limestone thatlsoallows a breathiaking view north into the Cedar Creek Valley from
the edge of the eastdecliff. (Figure 9.J ef f er son al so noted that
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public and commodious passage over a valley which cannot be crossed elsewhere for a
consider abl e derypteasingview of the Northt Noantaifi wn one side
and Blue Ridge on the other. o

Figure 6: One of thetwo first images of the Natural Bridge published in London in the 1787 ravels
in AmericaIn The Years 1780, 1781, and 178% the Marquis de Chastellux (Washington and Lee
University, Leyburn Library, Special Collections, 2015.

In 1816, athe age of 73, Jeffersailowed his grandlaughter<€Ellen (19) and Cornelia

(16) to visit himat Poplar ForestFromthere they would trael, the following summer

on atwo-day, 30mile journeyto Natural Bridge. On the morning of August 13, 1817, the

t wo gr and Grandgppatadrsiaves il and Israskt out toNatural Bridge.

They began their journey leisurely enough infbis-horse-drawn carriage to the foot of

the Blue Ridge Mountainsher e t hey switched to horseback
Gap toGr e e nHery®rdthe south side of thtames River Her e t hey | odged
excell ent brick hous e @foragossigetheclamébiverdo by Cor |
Gilmo r eMills and up the connecting roadsShafer Lang to the Natural Bridge
(Chamberd.993108-109).

As Jeffersonwasa rare visitor to his property andthe adjoining propertiesere being
farmed and timbered, hisiglbois encroackdon his isolated and unoccupipdrceland
beganharvesing its timber. Being made aware of thsstuationin 1815 through his
business associate and frieMdilliam Caruthersin Lexington, Jeffersoragreel to
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